THE TRAGEDY OF RAMSAY MACDONALD
party feeling running so high as it did at that time, there was
absolutely no guarantee that Labour's nominee would be
accepted. The next suggestion was not only foolish., it was
malicious. MacDonald offered Henderson the War Office.
To understand the real significance of this, it must be noted
that at this time Henderson was not a Member of Parliament.
He had been defeated at the General Election. We can readily
imagine what would have happened if Henderson, the Pacifist,
the President of the Socialist International, presented himself
to the electors as Minister for War. What a ridiculous figure
he would have cut ! On his refusal of the War Office, he
accepted the post of Home Secretary.
When MacDonald was forming his second Labour Govern-
ment in 1929, it early became evident that his antagonism to
Henderson persisted. Now Henderson was the most obvious
choice for the Foreign Office, but MacDonald was determined
he should not have it. He had in fact already promised
Thomas the post. Knowing that he could not defend his
preference for Thomas for this very important position, he
decided at first to take the Foreign Secretaryship himself, but
realized that this would not be satisfactory. He resolved,
after some manoeuvring, to give Henderson the post his
position warranted.
In a brilliantly written biography of Henderson, Mary
Agnes Hamilton quotes a hitherto unpublished letter written
by Henderson to MacDonald from Geneva in 1929, showing
that he was obviously furious that the Prime Minister had
taken notice of criticisms of his work in * the stunt Press.9
He ended by saying ;
* I write strongly j because as the result of my experience
in 1924, and now, as evinced in the Cabinet minute, your
letter, and the telephone message from No. 10, there is not
that confidence when working in the international sphere
one is entitled to expect.5
Henderson's loyalty, writes his biographer, c did not call forth
an answering ^ loyalty ;   rather had he to meet an uneasy,
constant suspiciousness,  too often  expressed in  terms  that
suggested jealousy of any success of his/
Since the days of Cleopatra, Egypt has been a place where
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